
EXPRESS TERMS 
FOR 

PROPOSED EMERGENCY BUILDING STANDARDS 
OF THE 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
REGARDING THE 2007 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE (CFC) 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 9 
HOSPITALS HAVING OCCUPIED FLOORS LOCATED MORE THAN 75 FEET 

ABOVE THE LOWEST LEVEL OF FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE ACCESS 
 
 
The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) proposes to make necessary changes to the 2007 edition of the 
California Fire Code (CFC), based on the 2006 International Fire Code (IFC). OSFM further proposes to: 
 

• Adopt necessary amendments to the model code; 
• Repeal amendments to the model code that are no longer necessary. 

 
Legend for Express Terms: 
 

1. California amendments brought forward without modification:  All such language appears in Italics. 
 
2. California amendments brought forward with modification: All such language appears in Italics, modified 

language is underlined.
 
3. Language with new California amendment:  Language is shown in normal Arial 9 pt.  California amendments 

to IBC text appear underlined and in italics. 
 
4. New California amendment:  California language appears underlined and in Italics. 
 
5. Repealed text:  Shown as Strikeout. 

 
6. Text proposed to be removed:  Shown as Strikeout. 

 
 
 
AMENDMENTS, REPEAL OF EXISTING AMENDMENTS AND/OR CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS NOT 
ADDRESSED BY MODEL CODES THAT ARE NO LONGER NECESSARY AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
CHAPTER 5 
FIRE SERVICE FEATURES 
 
 
509.1 Features. Where required by other sections of this code and in all buildings classified as high-rise buildings by 
the California Building Code and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 75 feet above the 
lowest level of fire department vehicle access, a fire command center for fire department operations shall be 
provided. The location and accessibility of the fire command center shall be approved by the fire department. The fire 
command center shall be separated from the remainder of the building by not less than a 1-hour fire barrier 
constructed in accordance with Section 706 of the California Building Code or horizontal assembly constructed in 
accordance with Section 711 of the California Building Code, or both. The room shall be a minimum of 96 square feet 
(9 m2) with a minimum dimension of 8 feet (2438 mm). A layout of the fire command center and all features required 
by this section to be contained therein shall be submitted for approval prior to installation. The fire command center 
shall comply withNFPA72 and shall contain the following features: 
 

1. The emergency voice/alarm communication system unit. 
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2. The fire department communications unit. 
3. Fire detection and alarm system annunciator unit. 
4. Annunciator unit visually indicating the location of the elevators and whether they are operational. 
5. Status indicators and controls for air-handling systems. 
6. The fire-fighter’s control panel required by Section 909.16 for smoke control systems installed in the building. 
7. Controls for unlocking stairway doors simultaneously. 
8. Sprinkler valve andwater-flowdetector display panels. 
9. Emergency and standby power status indicators. 
10. A telephone for fire department use with controlled access to the public telephone system. 
11. Fire pump status indicators. 
12. Schematic building plans indicating the typical floor plan and detailing the building core, means of egress, fire 
protection systems, fire-fighting equipment and fire department access. 
13. Worktable. 
14. Generator supervision devices, manual start and transfer features. 
15. Public address system, where specifically required by other sections of this code. 
16. Fire command centers shall not be used for the housing of any boiler, heating unit, generator, combustible 
storage or similar hazardous equipment or storage. 

 
 
 
CHAPTER 6 
BUILDING SERVICES AND SYSTEMS 
 
 
604.2.15 High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 75 feet 
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. Standby power, light and emergency systems in high-
rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 75 feet above the lowest level of 
fire department vehicle access shall comply with the requirements of Sections 604.2.15.1 through 604.2.15.3. 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 9 
FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 
 
 
TABLE 903.2.13  
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS 

SECTION  SUBJECT  
914.2.1  Covered malls  

914.3.1  

High rise buildings and Group I-2 
occupancies having occupied floors 
located more than 75 feet above the 
lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access  

914.4.1  Atriums  

914.5.1  Underground structures  

914.6.1  Stages  

914.7.1  Special amusement buildings  

914.8.2, 914.8.5  Aircraft hangars  

914.9  Flammable finishes  

914.10  Drying rooms  

1025.6.2.3  Smoke-protected seating  

1208.2  Dry cleaning plants  

1208.3  Dry cleaning machines  

1504.2  Spray finishing in Group A, E, I or R  
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1504.4  Spray booths and spray rooms  

1505.2  Dip-tank rooms in Group A, I or R  

1505.4.1  Dip tanks  

1505.9.4  Hardening and tempering tanks  

1803.10  HPM facilities  

1803.10.1.1  HPM work station exhaust  

1803.10.2  
HPM gas cabinets and exhausted 
enclosures  

1803.10.3  HPM exit access corridor  

1803.10.4  HPM exhaust ducts  

1803.10.4.1  HPM noncombustible ducts  

1803.10.4.2  HPM combustible ducts  

1907.3  
Lumber production conveyor 
enclosures  

1908.7  Recycling facility conveyor enclosures 

2106.1  Class A and B ovens  

2106.2  Class C and D ovens  

2209.3.2.6.2  
Hydrogen motor fuel-dispensing area 
canopies  

Table 2306.2  Storage fire protection  

2306.4  Storage  

2703.8.4.1  Gas rooms  

2703.8.5.3  Exhausted enclosures  

2704.5  Indoor storage of hazardous materials 

2705.1.8  
Indoor dispensing of hazardous 
materials  

2804.4.1  Aerosol warehouses  

2806.3.2  
Aerosol display and merchandising 
areas  

2904.5  Storage of more than 1,000 cubic feet 
of loose combustible fibers  

3306.5.2.1  Storage of smokeless propellant  

3306.5.2.3  Storage of small arms primers  

3404.3.7.5.1  Flammable and combustible liquid 
storage rooms  

3404.3.8.4  Flammable and combustible liquid 
storage warehouses  

3405.3.7.3  Flammable and combustible liquid 
Group H-2 or H-3 areas  

3704.1.2  
Gas cabinets for highly toxic and toxic 
gas  

3704.1.3  Exhausted enclosures for highly toxic 
and toxic gas  

3704.2.2.6  
Gas rooms for highly toxic and toxic 
gas  

3704.3.3  
Outdoor storage for highly toxic and 
toxic gas  

4106.2.2  Exhausted enclosures or gas cabinets 
for silane gas  
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4204.1.1  Pyroxylin plastic storage cabinets  

4204.1.3  Pyroxylin plastic storage vaults  

4204.2  
Pyroxylin plastic storage and 
manufacturing  

California 
Building Code 
Section 430  Horse Racing Stables 
California 
Building Code 
Section 431  Pet Kennels  
California 
Building Code 
Section 439  Public Libraries  

 
 
903.3.5.2 Secondary water supply. A secondary on-site water supply equal to the hydraulically calculated sprinkler 
demand, including the hose stream requirement, shall be provided for high-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies 
having occupied floors located more than 75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access in Seismic 
Design Category C, D, E or F as determined by this code. The secondary water supply shall have a duration of not 
less than 30 minutes as determined by the occupancy hazard classification in accordance withNFPA13.  
 

Exception: Existing buildings. 
 
 
903.4.3 Floor control valves. Approved supervised indicating control valves shall be provided at the point of 
connection to the riser on each floor in high-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located 
more than 75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 
 
907.2.12 High-rise buildings. High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more 
than 75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall be provided with an automatic fire alarm 
system and an emergency voice/alarm communication system in accordance with Section 907.2.12.2. 
 

Exceptions: 
1. Airport traffic control towers in accordance with Section 907.2.22 and Section 412 of 
the California Building Code. 
2. Open parking garages in accordance with Section 406.3 of the California Building Code. 
3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the California Building 
Code. 
4. Low-hazard special occupancies in accordance with Section 503.1.1 of the California Building Code. 
5. Buildings with an occupancy in Group H-1, H-2 or H-3 in accordance with Section 415 of the California 
Building Code. 

 
 
907.9.3 High-rise buildings. In high-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more 
than 75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided for 
all of the following types of alarm-initiating devices where provided: 

1. Smoke detectors. 
2. Sprinkler water-flow devices. 
3. Manual fire alarm boxes. 
4. Other approved types of automatic fire detection devices or suppression systems. 

 
 
909.16 Fire-fighter's smoke control panel. A fire-fighter's smoke control panel for fire department emergency 
response purposes only shall be provided and shall include manual control or override of automatic control for 
mechanical smoke control systems. The panel shall be located in a fire command center complying with Section 509 
in high-rise buildings, Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 75 feet above the lowest level 
of fire department vehicle access or buildings with smoke-protected assembly seating. In all other buildings, the fire-
fighter's smoke control panel shall be installed in an approved location adjacent to the fire alarm control panel. The 
fire-fighter's smoke control panel shall comply with Sections 909.16.1 through 909.16.3. 
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914.3 High-rise buildings. High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 
75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall comply with Sections 914.3.1 through 914.3.5. 
 
 
914.3.6.2 Smokeproof exit enclosures. Every exit enclosure in high-rise buildings shall comply with Sections 
909.20 and 1020.1.7.  Every required stairway in Group I-2 occupancies serving floors more than 75 feet (22 860 
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall comply with Section 909.20 and 1020.1.7.  
 
 
 
 
Authority:  Health and Safety Code Sections 13143, 13210, 13211, 18949.2 
References:  13143,13211, 18949.2  
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